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“In the Beginning” 

In John 18:37 Jesus is talking to Pilate and says, Every one that is 

of the truth heareth my voice. Pilate then asks a question that echoes 

down the hallway of time, “What is truth?” I imagine that if we left the 

Church and stopped at every house from here to Newland and asked 

each house the question what is truth? The different answers we might 

receive would stun you. There is a philosophy floating around today that 

teaches that there is no objective truth. They argue that truth is simply 

what is true to you. Under that logic something can be true to you that 

isn’t true to me and vice-versa.  

This concept is not too far fetched from the ideas that were floating 

around near the end of the first century. That is around the time the book 

of 1 John would have been written. Listen to the words of Donald W. 

Burdick as he describes the mentality of religion during this time: 
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Apart from the Judaeo-Christian sphere, the world was religiously inclusivistic. 

There was always room for a new religion, provided of course that it was not of an 

exclusive nature. Syncretism, however, did not merely express itself in a mood of 

tolerance toward other faiths. Its characteristic expression was in the combination 

of various ideas and beliefs from different sources to form new or aberrant 

religions. This was the age of the developing mystery religions, the age of the 

occult, the age of the proliferation of Gnostic sects. (The Letters of John the 

Apostle [Chicago: Moody, 1985],4) 

 

 To show you the relevance of this book today I want to mention a 

movement that you have probably seen advertised on a bumper sticker. 

The movement and charity is called Coexist. The president of the 

foundation, Dr. Tarek Elgawhary states coexist “really means anything 

you want it to mean. Some people think it means gender equality, some 

people think its about faith, some people think it’s the new peace 

movement and we are like great whatever you think it means, all of 

those things we adopt it, we are happy.” 

 We live in an age where the mentality is much the same as what 

those in the late first century church faced as well. Evidently, the 
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message that was being preached and spread by those opposing the truth 

had caused the true believers to have questions and concerns about their 

own faith and salvation. The Apostle John writes this book and in doing 

so he is combatting false doctrine with the truth! He is answering the 

questions that these believers had about their personal faith. We don’t 

like to admit that we have doubts but we struggle with it internally. Be it 

our own questions or the message being preached by others we have 

doubts from time to time. Sometimes we wonder if we are really saved? 

Is what I believe the truth? How do I know what I believe is right and 

not what other religions are teaching? Someone my speak of their 

experience and make you feel that if you haven’t experienced what they 

have that you aren’t truly saved. Beyond that the question can arise in 

our minds causing us to wonder if we are anointed with the Holy Spirit. 

We hear others talk and claim to be anointed and we have not had the 

same experience they have. So, is ours real? Another question John 

answers that is directly related to the anointing that we sometimes have 

is do we have discernment? Others claim to know things that I don’t 

know, so am I missing something?   



1 John 1:1-4 – Part 1 4 

 These individuals were claiming to have fellowship with God 

while living in sin (1:6). They also due to their being baptized with the 

Spirit claimed to be sinless (1:8). They also attacked the personhood of 

Christ. John MacArthur notes that this heresy developed in the second 

century into what is known as Gnosticism. Gnosticism was influenced 

by Greek philosophy and taught that matter was inherently evil and spirit 

was good (which explains why they had no commitment to morality. 

They taught that sin committed in body had no effect on the spirit). This 

led the false teachers to deny Christ’s incarnation in two basic ways. A 

group known as Docetists taught that Jesus body was not real. That his 

body only appeared to be so but that it was not a physical body. The 

others taught that Christ’s spirit descended on the man Jesus at His 

baptism but left him before the crucifixion. He answers the questions 

these believers had about their faith.  

It is believed that a group of professed believers in what is known 

as the Johannine community misinterpreted the gospel of John and 

ultimately seceded from John and the true believers, but they didn’t go 

away silently. They attempted to spread their doctrine and their message. 
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This sounds easy enough doesn’t it? The believers should have been able 

to easily know what was true and what was false, right? Well, it was not 

so easy. You see, the 66 books that make up our bible and specifically 

the 27 that make up the New Testament were originally letters. These 

believers couldn’t just pull out a bible like we have and what’s more is 

that they lived in the apostolic era. God was still speaking through the 

Apostles, still inspiring scripture. So those who were spreading error 

were not doing so in the name of error. They were claiming to speak 

under the anointing of the Spirit of God.  

 They then moved into proclaiming that the Spirit came on them at 

their baptism making them sinless just like Jesus. They ultimately denied 

the incarnation of Christ and His vicarious death for our salvation and 

emphasized their own baptism and experience with the Spirit over 

Christ’s saving work! Does that sound familiar?! By emphasizing 

personal experience over Christ’s effectual and substitutionary work 

done on behalf of believers they gutted the gospel and preached 

experience! They made what Christ did for you of no significance and 

taught that personal experience is what mattered.  
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God answered the questions these believers had through John’s 

epistle. That is what I pray that the Lord will do for each and every one 

of us. I pray that His word will accomplish what He is sending it to do. 

That those who need to doubt would be shaken and saved. That those 

who have no need to doubt would be settled. And that all of us would be 

grounded and strengthened in our faith in Christ. Tonight, I want to 

begin precisely where John did, “In the Beginning.”  

 

“That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen 

with our eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands have handled, of the 

Word of life; (For the life was manifested, and we have seen it, and bear witness, 

and shew unto you that eternal life, which was with the Father, and was manifested 

unto us;) That which we have seen and heard declare we unto you, that ye also 

may have fellowship with us: and truly our fellowship is with the Father, and with 

his Son Jesus Christ. And these things write we unto you, that your joy may be 

full” (1 John 1:1-4). 

 

 John wrote in his Gospel 1:1 in the beginning was the Word! Both 

of these verses are similar to Genesis 1:1 when Moses wrote, in the 
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beginning God created the heavens and the Earth. Jesus’ eternality was 

under direct attack and it is as if John bloodies the nose of the heretics 

that were contending that Jesus was merely a man. John says Jesus is 

“that which was from the beginning!” John wrote in 1 John 2:13 that he 

wrote to fathers, because they have known Him that is from the 

beginning! Turn with me to Provers 8:22-31. 

 

Prov. 8:22   The LORD possessed me in the beginning of his way, before 

his works of old. 23 I was set up from everlasting, from the beginning, or 

ever the earth was. 24 When there were no depths, I was brought forth; 

when there were no fountains abounding with water. 25 Before the 

mountains were settled, before the hills was I brought forth: 26 While as yet 

he had not made the earth, nor the fields, nor the highest part of the dust 

of the world. 27 When he prepared the heavens, I was there: when he set a 

compass upon the face of the depth: 28 When he established the clouds 

above: when he strengthened the fountains of the deep: 29 When he gave 

to the sea his decree, that the waters should not pass his commandment: 
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when he appointed the foundations of the earth: 30 Then I was by him, as 

one brought up with him: and I was daily his delight, rejoicing always 

before him; 31 Rejoicing in the habitable part of his earth; and my delights 

were with the sons of men. 

 

V.30 states “Then I was by him, as one brought up with him.” The 

phrase brought up means an artificer, an architect and a master 

workman. Paul wrote in Ephesians 3:9 that God created all things by 

Christ Jesus. The writer of Hebrews quotes Psalm 45 in 1:8-12: 

  

“But unto the Son he saith, Thy throne, O God, is forever and ever: a scepter of 

righteousness is the scepter of thy kingdom. Thou hast loved righteousness, and 

hated iniquity; therefore God, even thy God hath anointed thee with the oil of 

gladness above thy fellows. And, thou, Lord, in the beginning has laid the 

foundation of the earth; and the heavens are the works of thine hands: They shall 

perish; but thou remainest; and they shall wax old as doth a garment; And as a 

vesture shalt thou fold them up, and they shall be changed: but thou art the same, 

and thy years shall not fail.” 
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V.30 of proverbs 8 also says that Jesus was God’s delight and 

always rejoicing before Him. V.25 says that before the mountains were 

settled, before the hills was I brought forth. Brought forth has the idea of 

whirling and dancing! That is consistent with verse 30. Christ was ever 

rejoicing before God His Father and God the Father was daily delighting 

in God the Son! John answers the main objection in the opening line! 

That which was from the beginning! Jesus is from the beginning! I will 

give John’s Gospel the final word! 

 

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 

God. The same was in the beginning with God. All things were made by him; and 

without him was not anything made that was made.” 


